
For hundreds of years, students of all ages have 
been known to bully one another. It starts off as a 
remark or two, but soon it can become danger-
ous or even deadly. Many kids have experi-
enced the one of worst kinds of bullying, and 
the most common: verbal. When children think 
that something is “different” or “strange” with 
another child, they tend to strongly express their 
emotions to that person; this happens mainly 
in groups or cliques who pick out a solo target, 
and proceed to verbally bully them because they 
think that it’s funny or amusing. Unfortunately, 
the person being bullied does not think that it’s 
funny. You may think that it could never happen 
to you, but it can, especially in today’s society. 
With the new technology and advances in social 
media, it allows the bully to feel less remorse. 
When the bullying is being done behind a screen 
instead of in person, it can make the bully feel 
more powerful and when people aren’t physi-
cally with that person they may feel that it won’t 
hurt them as bad. This proves not to be the case as it 
hurts even more because they can’t just walk away 
from it. It can follow them everywhere even if they 

change their information, usernames, passwords and 
phone numbers. The bully can still find them and tor-
ment them. It is hard to catch these types of bullies 

and that’s why they are the worst ones. There are 
programs that can help children of all ages by giv-
ing them confidence and ways to avoid bullying. For 

example, the program Utterly Global can help with 
developing a strong foundation for those who have 
experienced bullying one on one. Utterly Global is 
said to be the best bully program by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education and U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. Another helpful provider can be 
YOU. You can stand up and help those who are being 
bullied. There are many ways to stand up to a bully, 
like looking them in the eye and telling them flat out 
that they need to quit what they are doing or else you 
will call an authorized personnel like a police officer 
or teacher. If that doesn’t faze them, you can try make 
them see how they are hurting that person and how 
they would feel if they were in the victim’s shoes. 
The bully usually bullies someone else due to of their 
insecurities, or because they have been bullied in the 
past as well. If you confront them, then make It your 
best effort not to get yourself too involved, but still 
try to calmly help the situation. There are many other 
ways to stand up to a bully, and plenty of helpful pro-
grams for those that do get bullied. All you have to 
do is apply yourself in a safe way, not let it get to 
your head, and remember, a powerless bully is not an 
effective bully. 

By the definition of optics, a prism is a transparent object that 
separates white light into a spectrum of color. All hues are seen as 
one, and then dispersed into unique fragments. There seems to be no 
correlation between something as simple as a piece of glass and the 
complexity of the arts, that is, until you look a little deeper and until 
you really think about just why the production is called ‘Prism.’ 

 Every year, our band, danceline, and flagline assemble 
a series of performances to showcase their talents, both combined 
and as individuals. Preparation for this recital takes weeks if not 
months of practice. Although it is an exciting process, preparing for 
Prism is exhausting – ask any band kid! In the end, however, the 
effort certainly pays off when the participants see the faces 
of hundreds of proud parents, teachers, and friends. 

 Alright, look. Everybody knows how incredible 
the Gulf Coast Band is on the field – but until you have 
seen what these kids can do onstage, you’re missing out. 
The show was kicked off by the Wind Ensemble who played 
‘Danzas Cubanas’, a fun Latin piece composed by Robert 
Sheldon. Filled with funky sax solos, galloping drums, and 
flowing flutes, this song made everybody want to jump out 
of their sets and dance! Later in the evening, Symphonic 
and Concert Band blew the crowd away with pieces ‘Cum-
berland Cross’ – a beautiful arrangement by Carl Strommen 
– and ‘A Christmas Flourish’, a classic that definitely got us 
all into the Christmas spirit. 

 Now, how about some sm-o-o-oth jazz? Jazz 
Band A performed some finger-snapping Duke Ellington 
where the lucky crowd got to witness some impressive im-
provisation, while Jazz Band B took us to Little Havana with 
‘Calle Ocho’, the famous Miami cha-cha. Jazz on its own 
is fascinating to watch, but what’s truly amazing is seeing 
students be able to pull off solos as they go and let the music 
flow. Improv. Now that’s beautiful. 

 There was also a plethora of sectional acts. The 
first of the night was a group called the Baritones, who played a 
band favorite called ‘Fusion’. Following the Baritones were the 
Saxophones, who played a tune we are all more than familiar with 
– ‘When the Saints Go Marching In.’ These two alone were spectac-
ular, but then came the Flutes, whose beautiful and somber perfor-
mance of ‘Windy’ provoked shivers. The Trumpets and Trombones 
uplifted the mood again with ‘Malaguena’ and Justin Timberlake’s 
‘Can’t Stop the Feeling’, which had everybody singing along. The 
Clarinets swept the listeners up on their magic carpet and serenaded 
us with the Disney classic, ‘A Whole New World’. Then, the Tubas 

threw us into the hard rock anthem ‘Crazy Train’, and subsequently 
rick-rolled us with Rick Astley’s infamous song, ‘Never Gonna 
Give You Up.’ That was just cruel, Tubas! The Horns followed, 
lulling us with a love song called ‘When a Man Loves a Woman.’ 

 There’s something about percussions that captivates. 
The thunder of timpani, the vibrato of snares, the chiming of bells 
and marimbas – it’s all beguiling. Members of drumline teamed up 
in separate ensembles to show us the power of these instruments. 
A percussion duet of vibes (Blake Sorenson) and marimba (Dil-
lon Lewis) entranced us with a transcending piece suitably named 
‘Through the Looking Glass.’ The Percussion Ensemble then dove 

into the tropics with a fiery piece called ‘Puma’, which featured 
steel drums to capture the feel of the Caribbean. ‘Nutcracker to Go’ 
featured GC drummers Morgan Kirk, Finn Scott, Michael Madison, 
and Alicia Argabright with her train whistles, slapsticks, and bike 
horns. ‘Caliente Christmas’ wasn’t the last of percussion we would 
see, for they would later return, drums slung over shoulders and 
cymbals in hand, to close out the night with their traditional drum-
line stem.

 Among the band’s showcase, we were also lucky enough 
to see a few solo acts on piano, guitar, and even vocal performances. 

Gabrielle Gabbard’s vocal cover of ‘Rise’ by Katy Perry was wor-
thy of goosebumps. Yamoaa Gyimah, accompanied by dancer and 
pianist Julia Sweet and Dallas Clark, covered Sandcastles by Be-
yonce without a single flaw. Arianne Schoellner presented us with 
an awesome rendition of ‘Young Volcanoes’ by Fall Out Boy, fol-
lowed by Alexandra Igoe’s wonderful and emotional cover of ‘Col-
orblind’ by Amber Riley and Leila Scott (accompanied by singer 
Jaryn Pellant and musicians Armand Procacci and Caroline Lind-
say) who performed Ed Sheeran’s hit ‘Give Me Love.’ The crowd 
favorite was ‘Boulevard of Broken Dreams’, covered by Dillion 
Lewis who was accompanied by Michael Madison, Robert Beatty, 

and Blake Sorenson. It was breathtaking.
On a more theatrical note, the GC ‘Manline’ were 

the comic relief of the night. Out they came, sauntering 
around the stage in their Robin Hood garb and leggings, 
singing ‘Men in Tights.’ The room was dying of laugh-
ter! Armand and Jaedyn Procacci paired up for a classic 
Bobby Darin tune, ‘Mack the Knife’, which was ex-
tremely impressive, and then later reunited for a dance in 
‘Uptown Girl’. This year’s senior dance didn’t disappoint 
either; our legwarmer-sporting seniors chassed and grape-
vined to jazzercise jams as the audience wildly applauded.

 And now, what you’ve all been waiting for! 
Danceline and Flagline bridged the gap between Prism’s 
musical show and filled it with performances of raw 
emotion and choreographed magnificence. These talents 
included Julia Bethea and Anabella Toledo, who danced 
to Hozier’s ‘Work Song’, while Victoria Carroll left us 
breathless as she danced to Lorde’s ‘Rule the World.’ GC 
Dance and Flagline paid tribute to victims of gun violence 
in their ending routine, voices of real live news reports of 
mass shootings resonating through the theater setting a 
solemn, but truthful mood. It brought tears to the eyes of 
the audience; what a powerful message and performance. 

It is experiences such as these that go to show that actions speak 
louder than words. 

 Our music and auxiliary programs are glass, transparent 
and one, but as we shine light on them, they disperse, creating hun-
dreds of individual colors showing their uniqueness. We are able 
to see these colors – these artists – and their amazing abilities and 
talents. That is what Prism is all about. 
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  Feature 
          Stories

Of the plethora of books located in the Gulf Coast media center, 
one gem is Lock and Key by Sarah Dessen.

Dessen is an American novelist from Illinois, and her specialty is 
writing realistic fiction for young adults. Her first book, That Sum-
mer, was published in 1996. Some of her other works include Along 
For the Ride, Dreamland, and Just Listen. She won the “School Li-
brary Journal Best Book” award in 1999 for Someone Like You and 
again in 2000 for Keeping the Moon. A 2003 movie called “How to 
Deal” starring Mandy Moore was based on Someone Like You and 
That Summer. 

Most of Dessen’s novels deal with the coming of age and the 
change of personality of young people. Recurring themes include 
isolation, distances both emotional and physical, and the growth of 
the character of the protagonist. Lock and Key is rated four and a 
half stars out of five at Barnes & Noble.

In the story, seventeen year old Ruby Cooper is forced back into 
her older sister’s, Cora’s, life after her mother, an alcohol and drug 
addiction, abandons her. The only thing she has after the incident 
with child services that linked her to the only life she had known is 
her key necklace. She plans to run away in the middle of her first 
night at Cora’s overwhelmingly grand home, but is foiled by neigh-
bor Nate Cross. She is transferred to a new high school and sub-
merged into a completely different lifestyle than what she was used 
to. Ruby begins to form good relations with Nate, Cora, and Jamie, 
Cora’s husband, when suddenly, the one thing happened that Ruby 
had given up on - her mother was found and sent to a rehabilitation 
center. She uncovers startling news about Nate’s life, and when she 
tries to help him, it only makes things worse.

This book is an enlightening journey through the high school life 
of a girl who thinks she is ready to take on the world. Aside from 
relatable experiences, emotional twists and turns, and the perspec-
tive of a young girl in an interesting situation, Dessen beautifully 
uses the symbolism of a lock and a key in ways that are subtle yet 
meaningful.

Ruby goes through her senior year learning about people and how 
they think. What happens after school ends? What happens to Nate? 
To Ruby’s mother? What about Cora and Jamie? Find out all of this 
and more by reading Sarah Dessen’s Lock and Key, available in 
your school library.

Important Dates 
to 

Remember:

The Key to Giving Back...
Photo Courtesy of Google Images

Midterm Testing 
12/14/16  -  12/21/16

Winter Break
12/21/16  -  1/3/17

Report Cards
1/11/17

           In Your Library: 
             Lock and Key by Sarah Dessen
by: Isabella Napoles

by: Elayna Wolfson

Key club is a worldwide organization known for the 
many ways in which the people in it help give back to 
the community. The club is for everyone that wants to 
be a part of it, and all you have to do to be a part of it is 
show up to their meetings and volunteer. At Gulf Coast 
High School, Key Club is run by Science co-teacher 
to Coach Wright and Mrs. Chabbot, Linda Grisso. Her 
job is to monitor the club meetings and help to orga-
nize the fundraisers and volunteer events like Toys 
for Tots. It is all about the students and the love they 
are giving back to society. In key club, the student’s 
leaders talk about the assignments that are and will be 
due and about future events they will be partaking in. 
For example, one of their most recent events was the 
Annual Toy Drive. They will volunteer and help with 
the drive for the children that aren’t necessarily able 
to get presents for Christmas. They start off their club 
meetings with the pledge of allegiance followed by 
their Key Club pledge. They then discuss what they 
will be accomplishing and what they are expected to 
accomplish.  It is an honor to be part of such a prestige 

and elite club. Upon interview, Mrs. Grisso stated, “It 
is very important because we have to give back to our 
community and that’s what Key Club is all about.” Key 
club does lots of work in places like Immokalee and 
other poor neighborhoods for the families that aren’t as 
fortunate. This club outlines the importance of leader-
ship qualities and it teaches the club members how to 
be responsible citizens. Their only requirements are to 
get in a full 10 hours of volunteering for a semester and 
bring in their dues for the club. Although this is a small 
school club, giving back to your community is a great 
deed. While not only helping the community, by being 
a part of this club you can also help yourself to gain 
many hours of community service that will help you in 
the long run for things like getting into college. Many 
of the students love this club and think that it’s a great 
opportunity for them. Although it seems unimportant to 
many students to be part of a club like key club, it is a 
very high - level club that looks great on a resume for 
college. 

Photo Courtesy of Google Images



Photos Courtesy of  Google Images

Photo Courtesy of Google Images

The Sharks’ varsity soccer team 
beat the Palmetto Ridge Bears 
1-0 in a physical game Thursday 
night. Gulf Coast used communi-
cation to work as a team unit on 
the field from the first quarter to 
the last.

In the first quarter, tactical de-
fense on both teams prevented 
goals from being scored. The 
Shark defense as well as the goal-
keeper insured there was talking 
between players on the field at all 
times throughout the game. 

As the clocked ticked down to 
halftime, Gulf Coast midfielders 
began to push the ball forward 
with passing down the field. 

Freshman Connor Heise, in the 
center midfield, fed the ball to 
the forwards on the wings to rush 
towards the goal. The Sharks of-
fense produced five shots on the 
Palmetto Ridge goalie with fi-
nesse. Admir Purisic, a forward, 
broke away from the Palmetto 
Ridge defenders and dribbled into 
the box for a shot.

From the start of the second 
half, both Palmetto Ridge and 
Gulf Coast played a physical 
game. This resulted in one Pal-
metto Ridge left midfielder re-
ceiving a yellow card from the 
center referee and being removed 
from the field of play to the 
bench, upsetting the crowd. The 

Shark offense started to click in 
the third quarter with crosses to 
the center in front of the goal box 
for more shots on net.

Palmetto Ridge defenders used 
technique to push the Shark of-
fense offside as the third quarter 
came to an end. A water break 
gave Gulf Coast a chance to re-
group and establish an offensive 
strategy to win the match. The 
Sharks came back strong for an 
eventful fourth quarter to fin-
ish out the game. Starting with 
a Palmetto Ridge goal kick, the 
Sharks won the ball out of the air 
to claim possession. 

Once again, the midfielders 
pushed the ball to the wings for 

more long-ball passes to the for-
wards in front of the goal. The 
pass was caught by the striker 
but he was unable to trap it com-
pletely, as the ball went on to-
wards the right forward, Brandon 
Juffe. Juffe gave a one-time pass 
into the corner of the goal that 
was a perfect shot on target. The 
Bears’ goalie was unable to block 
the shot and Gulf Coast made the 
score 1-0.

The Sharks completed the game 
using defensive skill and passing 
to keep possession as long as pos-
sible. It was a well-earned team 
win with great effort on all posi-
tions on the field of play.

VS

Gulf Coast Boys Soccer Claims Victory 
Over Palmetto Ridge!

By: Madelyn Morey

    Beware When You                   Enter Shark Waters

Sports

The Heart of Gulf Coast Basketball
By: Pamela Peralta

Bryce Faugan is a Gulf Coast senior who is also the captain 
of the Varsity Basketball team. Bryce has been playing since 
he was five  and to him playing basketball is a very important 
part of his life; as he describes it as his passion. 

“I have been playing since i could walk” said Faugan 
He plays the position of small fort and is number double 

zero. On their latest game which was Tuesday, December 
6, the team played against North Poll and lost by 3 points. 
The team is more than ready to get the championship title as 
they were super closed last season. As a team they are always 
together and try to stay tuned in with each others lives.The 
bonding between the team and the coach is strong.

Spencer Davis is also a Gulf Coast senior who plays the 
position of guard and is number one. For Spencer, basketball 
has been part of his life since he can remember the passion 
is something that drives him to want to play and do his best. 

The Team thies always try to do activities after school and 

have pre-game meals. Before a game, the team talks about the 
strategies  and how the game is going to be planned out. 

“What I enjoy the most about the game is being able to bond 
with the team on the court and having the feeling that we can 
do anything we want once we are on the court,” said Spencer 
Davis when asked what he enjoys the most about the games 
and the sport. 

Bryce considers shooting a ball  to be one of his biggest 
weaknesses because he is able to shoot well, but needs more 
speed. To Spencer one of his biggest weakness is  passing and 
controlling the court. Two of the biggests accomplishments 
for Bryce was that he won a state championship and he  played 
for a Nike team. Being able to be part of such an important 
team was a very exciting and new experience for Bryce and 
something that he will always be proud of. On the other hand, 
for Spencer one of his biggest accomplishments so far has 
been starring as a sophomore  for the GCHS basketball team.

“I was so proud and happy to be given such a great oppor-

tunity.” said Spencer 
The plans for the future do involve basketball for both of 

them;  they just want to take  different directions.  Bryce 
hopes to get a scholarship and play as a professional player, 
he would like to make basketball his career.  Spencer plans on 
becoming a doctor and have basketball as a hobby. When it 
comes to inspiration,  parents definitely make a great impact 
on the players. To Bryce his dad has been one of his greatest 
inspirations, as he is also a basketball player and has been one 
professionally for twenty years. For Spencer,  his dad is also a 
huge inspiration and someone that he looks up. 

“My parents have always been there to support and cheer 
me up as I grew up and they have helped  me become a better 
person and a better player,” said Spencer.

Come out and support our team on their next game against 
Naples High School, December 9.



It is known that plastic has 
been a detriment to our oceans 
for a while now, but do people 
truly understand its effects?  
This indestructible material 
has completely conquered 
the oceans and is now found 
amidst ocean currents and 
washing ashore on islands.  
The people and marine life 
are so intrinsically bound, that 
both are harshly effected by 
the plastic polluting our wa-
terways. 

One of the most infamous of 
these polluted areas is “The 
Great Garbage Patch,” which 
is located in the Pacific Ocean.  
According to CNN, it is “de-
scribed as a floating trash is-
land the size of Russia.” The 

area is completely consumed 
with trash, or more specifi-
cally, plastic. Pieces of plastic 
equating to a total of 750,000 
per square kilometer were 
found here.  The plastic has 
separated into such miniscule 
pieces making it impossible to 
completely rid the area of the 
pollutant. 

Anywhere you look there 
is a widespread problem of 
plastic pollutants.  Approxi-
mately eight million tons of 
plastic pervade our waterways 
every year.  By 2050, it is 
even said that there might be 
more plastic than fish in the 
oceans!  All of this plastic is 

negatively effecting people 
and animals.  According to Jo 
Ruxton interviewed by CNN, 
“We kept coming across dead 
chicks. We opened ten of their 
stomachs which were so full 
of plastic they were swollen.” 
Experts explain how the plas-
tic fills the animals’ stomachs 
so much, that they are incapa-
ble of eating and soon die of 
hunger. 

The island of Tuvalu is ev-
idence of one of the worst 
plastic predicaments.  On this 
South Pacific island, residents 
were disposing of plastic and 
other materials everywhere.  
They would burn the trash, 

which released toxic fumes 
into the air that irritated their 
lungs.  As a result, five resi-
dents developed cancer with 
two dying in only eighteen 
months. 

Minimizing the plastic con-
suming the oceans is a dire 
issue that requires a lot of ef-
fort and hard work.  Chairman 
of the U.N.’s Joint Group of 
Experts on the Scientific As-
pects of Marine Protection, 
Peter Kershaw, stated that, “If 
we don’t do anything, we will 
see certain species disappear.”  
Resolving this issue will also 
lead to a major economic defi-
cit.  Today, there is around 

thirteen billion dollars of total 
damage to the ocean ecosys-
tems that humans must undo.  
Neglecting the problem will 
not only lead to widespread 
fatalities of marine life, but 
also negatively affect fishing 
and tourism companies.  This 
is a crucial issue that must be 
resolved to better the future 
of those that live on the sur-
face and those that inhabit the 
world beneath it.

World News
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Places You’d Never Think to Visit but Should
 
Whether it is relaxing on a sizzling beach, shopping in 

a metropolitan city, or rampaging through the wild un-
known, traveling is held near and dear to the hearts of 
many. Some places such as London or Paris are hot  va-
cation spots, but there endless destinations that you may 
have never heard of. Plitvice lakes National Park in Cro-
atia spans 70,000 acres and consists of 20 lakes. There 
are also many beautiful waterfalls, caves, and forest. This 
intriguing park is home to 126 different species of birds, 
and is home to bears and wolves. When visiting, a traveler 
cannot stay in the park, but there is a great selection of ho-
tels outside the park that people can stay at while visiting. 

    Another vacation location Is Hocking Hills State Park 
in Ohio. This park has 2,300 acres of land encompassing 
many waterfalls and various rock formations. Some of the 
famous formations on site are Ash Cave and Cedar Falls. 
This vacation destination has 200 campsites with electric-
ity. Therefore, for those of you who do not like to live 
completely off the wild, there is running water and light! 
Some activities within the park include archery, fishing, 
hiking, biking, and hunting. 

     This next location is also in the U.S. It is the Gate of the 
Artic National Park in Alaska. This park has a whopping 
8.4 million acres. It may be difficult to navigate through 
the park because there are no roads or marked trails, how-
ever, the scenery is gorgeous because there are six rivers. 
This park is home to the Brooks Range Mountains. There 
are no designated places to stay, but you could easily set 
up your own campsite or stay in Fairbanks, which is a day 
trip. 

     Another vacation spot that you could check out is 
in Quebec, Canada. The Montreal Botanical Garden is a 
beautiful destination with a wide variety of flowers and 
sculptures. The garden covers a vicinity of are 190 acres. 
Within those acres, there are ten green houses. The Bo-
tanical Gardens were founded in 1931 during the Great 
Depression.

   Interested in seeing a sand dune? If so, Huacachina 
in Peru is a small lagoon in a desert surrounded by palm 

trees and sand dunes. It is located five hours south of Lima. 
There are hotels that visitors can stay in.  People are al-
lowed to tour the area, but not just by walking or driving. 
People can go sandboarding or use dune buggies to tour 
the hidden gem. 

     In Chile, there are extraordinary marble caves to tour. 
Since waves would wash up, they created unique designs 
on the caves. To get to these caves you have to take ferries 
that go through tunnels. 

    If you are someone who enjoys colder weather, you 
might want to visit the Kakslauttanen Hotel in Finland. 
This hotel can accommodate the entire family. They have 
several different types of igloos to stay in. One is the snow 
igloo. The igloos are stationed at an area to provide a stel-
lar view of the Northern lights directly from the comfort 
of your own bed. 

     Another vacation destination is in the breathtaking 
city of Meteora Greece. In this beautiful city, people can 

hike through the forest, rock climb, or go white water raft-
ing.  There are hotels that tourists can stay at rather than of 
having to go to a separate location. 

    The next vacation spot is Oahu, Hawaii. One of the 
main attractions is the Haiku Stairs. Some refer to them as 
the “Stairway to Heaven.” Another attraction on the island 
is the Kualoa Reserve. On this reserve, many people enjoy 
zip lines, ATV’s and horseback riding to tour the serene 
area. 

   For those beach lovers out there, a beautiful relaxing 
vacation spot is Exuma in the Bahamas. There are over 
360 islands with resorts for travelers to reside in. Some of 
the popular activities include sailing, coral reef exploring, 
yachting, and diving. 

  When Pondering about where you should take your 
next vacation, don’t forget to check out these spectacular 
destinations!

By: Sophia Vellozzi The Island of Trash Keeps Growing!

By: Katie O’Brian
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Six Year Old Stuck in Well for Days!

    On Sunday November 6th, a 6-year-old 
boy named Surnamed Zhao fell into a well 
in Hebei Province, China. This happened 
when the boy was harvesting vegetables with 
his father. The father claims that he put out 
a call for help on a social media app called 
WeChat. Rescuers came rushing to the scene 
to see how extreme the emergency was and 
what exactly they would be dealing with. 
They searched for days, unable to locate the 
“boy in the well”. The well itself is 40 meters 
deep and 12 inches wide, making it too small 
for most adults to fit inside. ECNS.CN stated 
that “More than 500 rescue workers have 
participated in the search operation, which 
has involved excavating the land around the 
well, using more than 140 excavators and 
other vehicles”. Many efforts were given to 
keep this boy alive; the rescuers provided 
food, water, air, and other resources to save 
the young boys life. “During the past three 
days, many members of the public volun-
teered to aid in the rescue by donating food 
and money. Locals also rushed to the scene 
to prepare food for the rescue team. They 
decided to dig into the well to get Zhao out 
of this death trap; it was said that almost 

200,000 cubic centimeters were taken out of 
the well to get the boy out, and unfortunate-
ly, due to soft soil, this was a very difficult 
task. Although they wanted to get him out 
they had to be cautious not dump hundreds 
of pounds of soil onto the boy, which would 
have killed him. After digging, and digging, 
and digging for hours at a time, Zhao was fi-
nally located and rescued. He was evaluated 
by officials and paramedics, but unfortunate-
ly, after much effort, the boy was claimed 
dead. Locals don’t have many words for this 
tragedy, and globally, many hearts have been 
broken. Immense efforts have been made to 
prevent this event and many others like this 
from happening again, but because China 
isn’t economically efficient, this is a difficult 
task to overcome. Although this may be a 
difficult task, Hebei Province, China is work-
ing very hard to expand it. All in all, Zhao’s 
story was widespread throughout the world 
and will not be forgotten. He will be severely 
missed not only by his family but also by his 
community and the whole world.

London Tram Fatally Claims Lives of Many
 On November 9, 2016 at 6:10 AM, a tram 
dangerously picked up speed along its tracks in 
Croydon, London until the inevitable occurred. As it 
rounded a bend, it flung off the tracks and landed on 
its side, killing seven people and injuring 
more than fifty. In the large town of Croy-
don, with a population of about 38,000, the 
incident was the first since the 1950’s to be 
fatal. 
 The derailment caused one of 
London’s only tram systems to stop the 
operation of trams on the route where the 
incident occurred that day. First responders 
to the scene included eight fire engines and 
four specialist rescue units. Martin Bam-
ford, one of the lucky passengers to make 
it through with minimal injuries, described 
the unsettling and frantic scene. 
  “Everyone just literally went 
flying.” Bamford recounted to the Croydon 
Advertiser.
 He detailed the few moments after the 
tram had finally stopped moving. A woman 
landed on top of him, trapping him against 
the side of the vehicle. 
 “I don’t think she made it at all…
there was blood everywhere.”
 Passengers aided respondents in 
putting the scenario together. Speeding 
around the curve, the tram raced at forty 
miles per hour in a twelve miles per hour 

zone. There is speculation about the activities of 
the driver, forty-two-year-old Alfred Dorris. He 
has worked for the tram network since 2008, but 
evidence has shown that he may have been texting 
while driving. Upon the examination of his phone 

records, he was halfway through writing a text mes-
sage when the tram overturned. He was arrested with 
the charge of manslaughter, but was released on bail. 
 Victims of the tragedy include Dorota Ryn-
kiewicz, Dane Chinnery, Philip Seary, Mark Smith, 

Donald Collett, Philip Logan, and Robert 
Huxley. All casually boarded the tram as 
they had done every other day, but none 
made it out. 
 “The government is closely in touch 
with the emergency services and other au-
thorities,” British Prime Minister Theresa 
May shared publicly, “to ensure that all is 
being done that is necessary to deal with 
this awful incident.” 
 Shrines have sprung up all over 
Croydon and surrounding towns to honor 
and mourn those who have perished in 
this disastrous circumstance. Flowers, 
letters, candles, and tearful people fill 
the streets at any given moment since the 
accident. Deputy Chief Constable Adrian 
Hanstock, along with many, gives his 
condolences.
 “This is a tragic incident and our 
hearts and thoughts go out to all those 
affected.” 

By: Isabella Napoles

By: Elayna Wolfson

In 1884, the J. S. Seaverns freighter sank 
and after one hundred and thirty-two years 
it has finally been found. The freighter 
sank in Canada near the Michipicoten 
Harbor in Ontario. The ship sank in May 
of 1884. This summer, a five-man team 
located it. Discovering it along with piles 
of unbroken dishes. This is strange, being 
how nothing was broken after one hundred 
thirty- two years of the ship sitting under-
water. There were various amounts of cen-
tury-old items found. The Dutch Tribune 
News reported the found items last week, 
Dan Fountain being the man that helped 
find those items, reported them as being 
“in beautiful shape.” The upper cabins of 
the sunken ship however, were somewhat 
dismantled and destroyed. 
The quick tour of the ship that can be seen 
in Ken Merryman’s discovery shows an 
extensive video of the sunken ship. In the 
video, many objects inside the ship are 
barely visible due to the large amount of 
sand covering everything and many objects 
were broken such as some of the walls and 
windows. The dishes and cups displayed in 
the video looked like they were in perfect 
condition, and none of the dishes appeared 
to be broken or damaged. There were 
shelfs of dishes spelling onto each other 

and it looked as if the “kitchen” of the ship 
was perfectly intact. 
When the ship sank, apparently, it sank 
smoothly onto a keen on the bottom. 
According to reporters, there was no storm 
or rough weather the day that it sank. This 
may be the reason why the dishes and oth-
er silverware weren’t broken and cracked. 
The freighter was carrying loads of cargo 
from Chicago to the north shore when it 
hit a pile of rocks making the ship sink. 
The ship sank in May of 1884. Luckily, 
none of the people on the ship died or 
got injured and, they had all managed to 
escape successfully. Since the passengers 
survived they were able to give the police 
and reporters an estimate of where the ship 
had sunk. Imagine if none of the passen-
gers survived that day, perhaps we would 
still be looking for this ship for who knows 
how many more years. This ship was 
discovered many years after it sunk, and 
commonly, the more years something is 
missing, the less chance of it being found. 
We are lucky that the five men discovered 
this sunken ship last week and we were 
able to learn a little bit more about our 
oceans history.

132 Years Of Mystery
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Ever had one of of those winters 
where you just can’t seem to get 
into the holiday spirit? Whether 
it may be because of your jam 
packed schedule and your “lack 
of time” (excuses, excuses) or 
because you are simply just the 
Grinch himself, this list will be 
sure to fill your head with hope for 
your newfound ability to “Christ-
mas” correctly. The first thing you 
will need to do is to turn on those 
jolly Christmas tunes. Listening 
to the classic, rich and cheerful 
carols will instantly put you in a 
good mood and they’ll have you 
rockin’ around the Christmas tree 
in no time (yes you will have to 
get a Christmas tree). For fellow 
candle lovers like myself, the 
next step would be to immedi-
ately take a trip to Bath and Body 
Works to purchase two or three 
of their three-wick Christmas 
scented candles. With scents like 
“marshmallow fireside” and “hot 
cocoa and cream”, your whole 
house will smell of firewood and 
baked goods, all things that make 
up a wonderful Christmas. While 
this may be slightly overpowering 
and marginally sickeningly sweet 
for someone like you, it will be 
just enough to defrost that layer 

of ice around your cold, christ-
masless heart. Once you’ve filled 
your house with scents that will 
fool your neighbors into thinking 
you actually bake, it’s time to go 
out and get a tree. Choosing the 
perfect Christmas tree can help 
you in many ways you may never 
have thought of. The type of tree 
you choose can reflect a lot on 
your character type; for example, 
if you choose the largest, fullest 
looking greenery, you most likely 
are the type of person to take risks 
and reach for your goals. Or, if 
you picked your tree based on the 
tree you felt the most sorry for, 
you are a “Charlie brown”. This 
means that you have a big heart 
and you more often than not put 
people’s happiness before your 
own. While you contemplate how 
your personality ties to the tree 
you just purchased, and then start 
question your sanity and why you 
would be thinking about this in 
the first place, you can give your-
self a little pat on the back for 
getting this far into the Christmas 
checklist. Once you’ve brought 
your tree home and left a trail of 
about a half a pound worth of pine 
needles on your floor leading up 
to the said location of the tree in 
your home, you are now ready to 

decorate. Christmas tree decorat-
ing pairs perfectly with a glass of 
eggnog sprinkled with some cin-
namon and that jolly Christmas 
playlist (previously mentioned). 
Once you’ve decorated your tree 
and are feeling a little tired from 
all the Christmasing you’ve been 
doing, now’s the time to plop 
down on your couch, turn on your 
TV and flip to the Hallmark chan-
nel to enjoy just about the cheesi-
est but guiltily the best Christmas 
movies out there. Hopefully 
now you are at the stage in your 
Christmas journey where people 
can no longer consider you a par-
allel to the Grinch and you have 
now gotten to the part where he 
starts to accept the fact that he 
can’t keep up his tough guy act 
any longer. On this very day, your 
defrosted, once small and un-spir-
ited heart will have grown three 
sizes larger. After doing all off 
this, you have one, and only one 
final step and that is to spend this 
year’s holiday with your family 
and friends. To realize that the 
true meaning of Christmas is to 
gather together with those dear-
est to you, and spend the holidays 
with a heart full of love and joy.

By Golly...Don’t be a Grinch! 
(A Christmas Lovers Guide for Getting into the Holiday Spirit for the Spiritless)

by: Sophia Neglio 

f winter fashion could be summed up into one word, 
that word would be coats. Coats are one of the most earli-
est used clothing articles, dating back to the Early Middle 
Ages. Now, some thousand years later, the coat has stuck, 
(maybe due to winters and cold weather and coats being 
a necessity and all that) and the style is being infinitely 

modernized. The latest and most-common trend is faux-fur. The 
idea of using real fur is so passe, especially now with the upris-
ing of veganism and environmental consciousness in the fashion 
world. Trust me, no one wants to have PETA protest during their 
runway shows anymore no matter how intriguing that would be. 
The main color scheme of these furs seem to be more neutrals 
but some outgoing pieces seem to startle fashion-stricken eyes 
with bright yellows, reds, and purples. The most iconic color of 
this fur trend is most likely a mauvey, blush, pink tone. 

If you need any inspiration for outfits concerning fur coats, 
take a look at any Kendall Jenner or any of Kardashian street 
wear looks for that matter. Although this style may be a little 
dressy, and not very practical for school, you could save it for a 
night out or a trip to the city and dazzle others with how much 
of a trendsetter you are. Your best shot would be busting out a 
sleek, mauve fur coat. If you still cannot find anymore inspira-
tion through the street wear of major celebrities, I would recom-
mend styling the coat of choice on top of a light-weight band 
tee-shirt with a pair of sleek, black legging and a classic white 
shoe, like an adidas original. Another coat on the fashion trend 
radar is the iconic trench coat. A much forgotten fact about the 
trench coat are its origins; the trench 

coat was originally created during World War I and was very 
useful because of its waterproof qualities and its lining of inner 
heavy-duty cotton. A classic trench coat usually has a tan/light 
brown hue to it. The most well-known designer brands that have 
been known to deliver an extravagant, crisp, London-look would 
be Burberry or even the less high-fashion brand, London Fog. 
Burberry’s classic trench coat not only looks timeless but dates 
back to the early 1850s. A modern winter’s trench styling for the 
classic lightweight coat would be to wear it over a bodycon dress 
with a black choker, a pair of strappy black heels and to finish 
off this sleek look, have your hair tied in a bun. If you need 
any inspiration for looks like this, take a look at Gigi Hadid’s 
model-off duty looks on the streets of well-populated cities like 
Paris, New York or Los Angeles. 

Winter Fashion and Styling Tips To Help You Stay Warm 
Madison Dugas

Happy Holidays!
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